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In the decease of John Thompson Morris, The His- 
torical Society of Pennsylvania has sustained a loss 
of more than passing moment. It is with a deep sorrow- 
that this Council of the Historical Society makes record 
of that loss, to set forth in some measure the high 
regard in which Mr. Morris was held by the Council 
and the Membership of the Society. 

Mr. Morris became a member of The Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania February 17, 1879. He was 
elected to membership in this Coimcil February 27, 
1905, and served therein until his death. By birthright 
and inheritance, as well as personal inclination and 
ability, he was peculiarly fitted for the work which here 
fell to his hand. Born in Philadelphia and spending 
the years of his activity, as well as those of his leisure 
in this city, he was well versed in the genesis and de- 
velopment of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and 
the growth of the city of his birth and residence. What- 
ever threw new light upon the past or enlarged the 
present or promised provision for possibilities of 
future growth was always of absorbing interest to him. 
He was continually holding the best of the past, while 
seeing better things for the future. He was a wise 
man, of very marked modesty, who, with all his wisdom, 
had understanding in a large measure. He held high 
ideals, yet he subjected all his ideals to the test of his 
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own sense of reasonableness and practicability. His 
reasoning was always direct. His was a naturally 
honest mind of vigorous habit and strong consecutive 
processes. His judgment was sound and never biased. 
We, who have had the privilege of serving in the 
Council of this Society with Mr. Morris, will cherish 
his memory in peculiar regard. He was a natural 
gentleman, to whose courtesy, sincerity, kindness and 
never-failing reliability we have long been debtors. He 
made our lives richer because he lived in them with no 
self-seeking. While bowing resignation to his loss we 
are moved to thanltsgiving for the length of days which 
were vouchsafed to him. Of him also let it be said by 
us who knew him in many relations : 

"His life was gentle 

"And the elements so mixed in him 

"That nature might stand and say to all the world 

'This is a man." 

(From Minutes of the Council.) 



